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1882. Lord-Lieutenant enrolled special constables, the
Lord Mayor threatened to call out an opposing
force, and it almost seemed as if Ireland would
have to be reconquered. Even at this critical
moment, when angry passions were raging, and
terror was at its height, Lord Spencer's imperturb-
able serenity compelled respect* The disputes
with the police were settled, the men returned to
their duty, and from that moment the situation,
though it long continued dangerous, began to
amend.

There was certainly room for improvement else-

aam- where than in Dublin. On an August morning in
Conneinara a farmer named Joyce, his wife, his
mother, and his daughter, were found dead on
the floor of their cabin. Joyce's two sons were
wounded, and one of them died. They were able
to say that the house had been attacked in the
middle of the night by four men armed with
bludgeons and revolvers. Fortunately the assassins
had been seen by three farmers, who gave evidence
against them, and they were hanged. The motive
appears to have been a belief that the Joyces would
inform against the murderers of Lord Ardilaun's
bailiffs a year before, who were also brought to
justice and execution. This barbarous crime, and
its consequences, affected the future history of
Ireland. Three men suffered for it on the scaffold,
besides three men hanged for the murder of the
bailiffs. Two of those convicted for killing the
Joyces, themselves also called Joyce,1 confessed
their guilt. But at the same time they both
exonerated Myles Joyce, the third, whom never-
theless Lord Spencer declined to reprieve. The
Judge who tried them, Mr. Justice Barry, was .one
of the ablest on the Irish Bench, and he thought

1 The district, west of Lough Corribb and Lough Mask,, was known
as the Joyce country.